THE FAMILY QUARREL
other time, have hindered my showing you so that moment, but
I considered your condition, and that made me master myself so
far as not to take notice of it then.
But now I must tell you it was very unkind in a sister, would
have been very uncivil in an equal, and I need not say I have more
to claim. Which though my kindness would make me never
exact, yet when I see the use you would make of it, I must tell
you I know what is due to me, and expect to have it from you.
'Tis upon that account I tell you plainly Lady Marlborough
must not continue with you in the circumstances [in which] her
Lord is.
... I will end this with once more desiring you to consider the
matter impartially and take time for it. I do not desire an answer
presently [at once], because I would not have you give a rash
one. I shall come to your drawing-room to-morrow before you
play, because you know I cannot make one [of the party]. At
some other time we shall reason the business calmly, which I will
willingly do, or anything else that may show it shall never be my
fault if we do not live kindly together. Nor will I ever be other
by choice, but your truly loving and affectionate sister.
Anne replied firmly the next day, saying among other
things :
Your care of my present condition is extremely obliging. And
if you would be pleased to add to it so far as on my account to
recall your severe comment [about Sarah] (as I must beg leave
to call it in a matter so tender to me and so little reasonable as
I think to be imposed upon me that you would scarce require
it from the meanest of your subjects), I should ever regard it as
a very agreeable mark of your kindness to me. And I must as
freely own that as I think that this proceeding can be for no
other intent than to give me a very sensible mortification, so
there is no misery that I cannot readily resolve to suffer rather
than the thoughts of parting with her.1
The Princess had hoped that her uncle Rochester would
take this letter, but he had no intention of prejudicing his
future by mingling in this dispute loaded with danger for all
but the principals. By way of answer the Lord Chamberlain
was directed to forbid Sarah to continue at the Cockpit.
1 Conduct^ pp. 43 seq^ letters dated February 5 and 6, 1692,
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